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WHAT DID WE LEARN LAST 
WEEK?



REVIEW : JOB INTERVIEWS

•How to talk about your skills
• Job vocabulary
• Interviews Do’s & Don’ts



HOW TO FIND OUR LIVE CLASSES



FUN WITH PHONETICS 



THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC 
ALPHABET (IPA)

What is it?
• It’s based on a set of symbols
• The symbols represent all the sounds in the
English language
• Each sound is known as a phoneme. 

/i:/ /ə/ /ð/



WHY LEARN THE PHONETIC ALPHABET 
TO IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH?

• To pronounce the words according to their sound 
and not their spelling
• To sound more natural
• To be better understood 



WHERE CAN I FIND 
THE PHONETIC TRANSCRIPTION OF 

WORDS?

• In most English Language dictionaries 

• American English and British English phonetics are 
featured because they can be different.

merriam-webster.com
dictionary.cambridge.org



PHONEMIC CHART

• The ‘phonemic chart’ is a set of symbols that 
represent all the 44 sounds in spoken English.

• Vowels, consonants and diphthongs

• Learn a few sounds at a time



PHONEMIC CHART



PHONEMES REVIEW



PHONEME

• /ə/ - also known as the Schwa as in 
“water” or “the”.



EXAMPLES OF VOWELS
PHONEMES



PHONEME
Ʌ

/ʌ/ as in “up” or “cup”

• Short voiced sound
• Voiced means that we are using our vocal cords, 

we are making a sound
• Usually associated with the letter “u
• Under, until, much, such. 



PHONEME

/ɜː/ as in “bird” or “word” is a long voiced 
sound

It is similar to the /ə/ sound, but the two dots 
mean that it is a longer sound /ɜ:/ and not /ə/.



PHONEME

•Usually associated with the letters:
• “e-r” – person
• “o-r” - world
• “u-r” - turn
• “i-r” - first



LET’S PRACTICE TOGETHER!



ANSWER IN THE COMMENTS BELOW

1. What sound can you hear in 
the word “hurt”?
a) /ɜː/
b) /ʌ/



ANSWER IN THE COMMENTS BELOW

2. What sound can you hear in 
the word “butter”?

a) /ɜː/
b) /ʌ/



ANSWER IN THE COMMENTS BELOW

3. What’s the difference between 
the sounds /ɜ:/ and /ə/ ?



BECOME AN ABA STUDENT

Join 
17 million 

students

Click on the link we 
just shared in the 
comments section to 
sign up and access 
144 grammar classes 
for free. 



BECOME AN ABA STUDENT



ABA JOURNAL

facebook.com/ABAEnglish

twitter.com/ABAEnglish

youtube.com/ABAEnglish

OUR SOCIAL CHANNELS

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Hundreds of practical 
articles to learn English 
for real life. 

Languages: 

English, Spanish, Italian, 
Portuguese, French, 
German



TIME TO ANSWER YOUR 
QUESTIONS!



Subscribe to our 
newsletter. 

NEXT LIVE CLASS:

AT THE VET/PET
CARE



So you don’t miss 
any of our English 

tips.

TURN ON YOUR 
NOTIFICATIONS!



THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING!

See you soon!


